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In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering, he
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom
of God.  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
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ACTS 1:1-5 NIV



Beloved physician, Colossians 4:14

Fellow coworker, Philemon 1:24

Traveling missionary, Acts 16:10
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Theophilus
RECIPIENT

Name means “Friend of God”

Only mentioned two times

He receives both Luke & Acts
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In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering, he
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom
of God.  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
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Apostles
EARLY LEADERS

Theophilus
RECIPIENT

Chosen by Jesus

Focus on a few

A new one added midway
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In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering, he
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the
kingdom of God.  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
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Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

7

8

ACTS 1:6-8 NIV

AN UNEXPECTED KINGDOM

Timing

People

Method



“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father
has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

7

8

ACTS 1:6-8 NIV

AN UNEXPECTED KINGDOM

Timing

People

Method



“Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father
has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the    
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

7

8

ACTS 1:6-8 NIV

AN UNEXPECTED KINGDOM

Timing

People

Method



Holy Spirit
POWER
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Kingdom Witnesses
ACTS 1:8 STRATEGY
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ACTS 1:8 NIV

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
‌and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and

‌Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



ACTS 1:1-6:7
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After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.”
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ACTS 1:9-11 NIV



Fulfill the law
Receive exaltation

Continue His atoning work
Enable Holy Spirit to dwell MATTHEW 5:17-18 NIV

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.        

 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”
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Fulfill the law
Receive exaltation

Continue His atoning work
Enable Holy Spirit to dwell

PHILIPPIANS 2:8-11 NIV

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!  Therefore
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name,  that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.
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Fulfill the law
Receive exaltation

Continue His atoning work
Enable Holy Spirit to dwell

HEBREWS 4:14, 9:24 NIV

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended
into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith
we profess.  For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with
human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.
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Fulfill the law
Receive exaltation

Continue His atoning work
Enable Holy Spirit to dwell JOHN 16:7 ESV

“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not
come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.”

JESUS ASCENDED TO



Would you rather have...
JESUS WALKING BESIDE YOU

THE HOLY SPIRIT LIVING IN YOU



After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.”
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ACTS 1:6B NIV

“Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?” TOO HEAVENLY

T
O
O EARTHLY ACTS 1:11A NIV

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky?”



DALLAS WILLARD
BEING A CHRISTIAN IN A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY

“The Christian gospel does not require cultural privilege
or even social recognition in order to flourish. God's work
is not disadvantaged by persecution, even to death, and
much less then by mere pluralism.”



Devoted group of people

Upside down leadership

Radical generosity

Powerful prayer

Partnership

Inexplicable life change

Multi-ethnic growth

Death for the cause

Physical miracles

Unwavering hope

THEY RELIED ON THE HOLY SPIRIT THE HOLY SPIRIT WENT TO WORK




